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Guernsey prepares for War
WWII Commando raid on Herm
Liberation Day 2015 preparations
and much more...
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE OFFICE
looked so good. The major task, the “Forth
Road Bridge” of parish property, Candie
Cemetery requires considerable effort by the
team to keep under control.

Opening times: 8.30am - 4.00pm
Monday - Friday (open through lunchtime)
Contact number: 720014
Email: constables@stppcons.com

Progress at Lefebvre Street Offices:

Ann Jennings, Martyn Guilbert & Jenny Bullock

T

he staff at the Constables Office have
had a busy summer in their temporary
offices at the New Jetty, with the
major task of sending out thousands of
Parish Rate bills, and receiving the payments
nearly complete. Jenny has shown her usual
tenacity in chasing the slow payers. Ann has
been busy with the many Liquor Licence
and Sunday Trading applications, Special
Event Licences and Bornements and, with
work progressing well at the Lefebvre Street
office, Martyn is acting as liaison between
the architects, the Constables & Douzaine.
There are a multitude of general duties that
all staff are actively involved in, and there are
never two days the same in this busy office.
The new kerbside recycling initiative, whilst
being run by Public Services, has proved timeconsuming as many parishioners phone the
office for advice, or call in for more recycling
bags. Geoff, Len and Jon, our intrepid and
hard-working grounds staff have also had
a busy season, and we have received many
compliments that the parish sites have never

F Watson and Son are now making good
progress on this major refurbishment. The
structure of the three storey extension
(the former single storey annexe) is nearly
complete, including the lift shaft and exterior
granite cladding. Openings are now being
formed into the main building on the 1st
and 2nd floor. The structural alterations to
the new Douzaine Room are complete and
the flooring is being re-laid throughout the
building to include considerable insulation,
and underfloor heating on the upper two
floors. Windows, which of course are all to
be kept in this listed building are all being
refurbished. Two rooms on the 2nd floor are
now ready for the decorating trade to move
into. Subcontractor Meadowcroft is now well
advanced with electrical and data cabling and
fitting of services. Plans for the decoration and
interior fit-out are well advanced, this being
guided by a small work group formed by
architects CCD, a Constable, two Douzeniers
and the parish Secretary.
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Our maintenance team of Len Bullock, Geoff Le Gallez
& Jonathon King, hard at work during the Party in the Park

Please contact the Constables office, or any
member of the Profile committee, and give us
your feedback.
Volunteers are also needed to help out on the
day, so if you are able to give some of your
time, again please let us know.
Faout s’en r’maette et célébraïr daove
l’ordgeul dé I’île.
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W

ith the 70th anniversary of the
liberation now only 6 months
away, the organisers and parish
officials have been extremely busy working
to make sure it is a fantastic occasion. But to
make this a day that will long be remembered
and savoured, by young and old, we need
feedback from you ahead of the event. What
would you like to see and do on the day?

B R E AT H TA K I N G J E W E L L E RY T H AT T R A N S C E N D S T I M E

GERMANY AND GUERNSEY
A BANK HOLIDAY INCIDENT
Amongst the war fever gripping the island
in 1914, as this article unearthed by
Rob Grant in the ‘Star’ newspaper shows,
Germany had declared war on Guernsey on
the 3rd August 1914.

F

ew of the “Star” readers are aware that
war between Germany and Guernsey was
declared on Monday last, Bank Holiday.
As is the custom of a good many Guernsey
folks on similar occasions, a motor excursion to
Herm was planned by a party of five ladies and
an equal number of gentlemen. Little did they
dream when they left Sarnia’s hospitable shores
in the morning of the adventures they were to
experience in the quiet little islet of Herm, a few
miles distant.
It may be well at this period to inform some
of the uninitiated that Herm is practically a
German possession, as it is leased by the wellknown West Bank, and is in the occupation of
Prince Blucher Von Walhstadt. The Prince has
made it a rule that persons landing at the Island
shall not go beyond high water mark.
The party arrived safely, and bearing the
restriction in mind, did not go beyond the
mark when they landed. Bathing was suggested,
and the ladies decided to bathe in a bay, whilst
the gentlemen bathed in another part of the
Island. No sooner had the ladies gone into the
water than Prince Blucher sent some of his
male attendants to bathe alongside them, which
caused the ladies immediately to land and dress.
When their male friends returned from their
“dip”, they were greatly enraged at the treatment
accorded to their ladies by the “reigning
monarch” of Herm.
This was only a preliminary, however, for worse

The Jetty, Herm

treatment was to follow. The party then thought
of dinner, and prepared to enjoy this meal on
the beach. But they had not reckoned on what
was to follow. Their enjoyment of it was soon
to be spoilt, as the Prince and his attendants
commenced to set the furze alight, which caused
volumes of smoke to sweep across the beach and
almost suffocate the party.
The head of the landing party determined to put
up with the inconvenience for a time, as being
a Britisher he would not easily be defeated. The
party gamely put up with the suffocating smoke
until the hour of their proposed departure had
been passed, when they weighed anchor and
made for Guernsey, which they reached without
further incident.
Treatment of this sort to a holiday party previous
to the declaration of war between Germany
and England is quite inexcusable, and a “Star”
representative was informed by the head of the
party that they expected much better treatment
from Prince Blucher, attendants, and lady
friends, a number of the latter being actively
engaged with the Prince in setting the furze
alight in nine different places. Evidently Prince
Blucher anticipated war, and decided to drive
“those detestable Britishers” back to their
own Island.
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